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It is with great pleasure that I write the
introduction to this edition of the Stimpson
Shout! as the school’s new Principal.

I am extremely happy to be able to continue my
association with the school which dates back to
January 2000.  The school campus, like many of us,
has undergone dramatic changes in that time.

We are all, quite rightly, very proud of the fantastic facilities

and resources
that we have at
our disposal.
The school’s
expansion has
also changed
the makeup of
the  s t uden t
population.  It
is a testament to
the transferring
students’ own
dedication, to
the tolerance of
other students
and to the hard
w o r k  a n d
e f f o r t s  o n
behalf of the
committed teaching staff that they settled in so well, have
achieved so much and have become fine ambassadors for
the school.

My vision for the school is very simple.  I believe that we
need to strive together to enable everybody to achieve
their full potential – that means students, staff, parents and
governors.  We need to do this with a sense of social
justice, whilst reaching out to our local surroundings to
become a true hub of the local community.  In so doing
we will create a better society and improve the life chances
of our students.  However, we can only do this if we
consistently apply the behaviour for learning policy in a
positive and consistent manner.

I look forward to continuing to work with the students,
parents and staff at our school to ensure the very best of
outcomes for everyone concerned.

Mr Richard Lord
Principal
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Ken Stimpson Community School developed
a link with Kakoma School in October 2009
through the Landiani Trust. Kakoma
School, in Malawi, has approximately 800
pupils aged between 6 – 16 years of age.
There are 5 qualified teachers and 6 newly
qualif ied teachers on placement.

Malawi is located in the Southern region of Africa. It
is landlocked between Tanzania, Mozambique,
Zimbabwe and Zambia.  The capital city is Lilongwe
(approx. 680,000 people). It is home to Lake Malawi,
which is the third largest lake in Africa and tenth in
the world.  Malawi has a population of 13.01 million
people. The official language is English but they also
speak two other languages (Chichewa and
Chitumbuka).  Most of the population is Christian
(55% Protestant; 20% Catholic).

Malawi is one of the poorest countries in the world and
ranks 166 out of 177 countries on the Human Development
Index.  The average life expectancy for both males and
females is 40
years old, and the
infant  mortality
rate is 110 per
1000 births.  In
addition, it has
one of the highest
rates  of  HIV
infection in the
world, with an
estimated one in
seven Malawians
being infected.

What does Kakoma School need?
Protective covers for shallow wells to make the water safe
to drink. More classrooms; there are only 5 classrooms for
8 classes. More teachers' houses; there are 4 at the school
site, and three of them are substandard. This is to house 5
qualified teachers and 6 trainees who are on a one year
placement. They need toilets as there are none, only a
temporary structure which acts as a toilet. They would like
an office/library.

When asked why they wanted a partner school in the UK
they said they would like to have friends in the UK because
friendship would mean that both parties would learn
something.   They said they are sure the friendship will be
very strong.

The Head Teacher said 'we are happy to be in friendship
with you in the UK.  I hope you will come and see us.  We
hope we are going to learn something from you, especially
about your culture'.

What we’ve already done:
In response to the pack that Kakoma School sent us with
information about their school and letters from students

and staff, Yr 8 & Yr
10 Students in Miss
Moseley and Mrs
Wagstaffe's English
lessons wrote letters
in reply.  We also
sent over photos of
the school, copies of
d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,
school planner and
school t-shirt and a
cheque for £350
which should pay for
a much  needed

water butt to store fresh water.  The pack is being taken
out by one of the Trusts members this weekend and we
look forward to their reaction.

Our Wear it Blue & Bling day on 23rd October  which was
a fresh twist on the Breast Cancer - Wear it Pink day, was
designed to raise awareness of the issue's of fresh water
around the world and a percentage of money from this day
will again be sent across to Kakoma School to help with
its water supply.

Mrs Charlotte Greenwood
Citizenship Co-Ordinator

HOW CAN WE HELP?
- MAKING A SCHOOL LINK WITH THE

KAKOMA SCHOOL
- FORMING FRIENDSHIPS WITH THE

STUDENTS
- FUNDRAISING TO HELP WITH SOME OF

THEIR NEEDS



Communic8 at Jack Hunt

A Message from Mr Midgley

3

This was an enrichment day for Year 9
MFL students held at the Jack Hunt
Specialist Language college, aimed at those
who, at the time, were about to make their
options choices; in the hope that they might
be persuaded to continue with a foreign
language at GCSE.

The day showed students how languages can be used
or combined with other skills in the workplace to a
business advantage.

Twelve students from Ken Stimpson took part. They were
divided into 3 teams of 4, two French, one German, and
presented with various challenges throughout the day,

which they tackled competitively against teams from the
host school and Kings.

One of the most entertaining challenges was a 'Dragon's
Den' type activity where the teams were asked to market
an item called the Z5000. Our teams chose to market this
product as a mobile phone and made a brief publicity
video about it.

The Ken Stimpson German team won this particular
category overall and the slogan "Was ist das Handy?"
became quite a catchphrase! Although Kings tried hard
with "Mein Handy ist kaput!" the KS version, delivered
in a quizzical, slightly ironic tone, was unbeatable for its
catchy appeal.

Miss Lynne Johnson
Head of MFL

'HANDY'
(left to right) Hristo Zaykov, Hasnain Jiwa,

Jack Parr and Emily-Jo Wells

Hristo Zaykov

I've only recently found out who Ken Stimpson is (the
person). The plaque in reception, under the LCD screen,
proudly shows his face and details how he was a local
education councillor who believed in a strong, close-knit
community.

If someone told me I had left a small legacy at KSCS, then
I hope it would be more than getting soaked with wet
sponges at the Spring Fair. I know I have made a small
impression on KSCS, but you can never be confident you
have succeeded in achieving the impression you wanted.
Some students may remember me as MC Midgles, or the
Gangsta teacher (seriously). Some may remember me as
that tall skinny teacher who annoyingly locked the canteen
door at the beginning of some cold, winter lunchtimes.
Some may remember me as a PSHE teacher, who taught
you about Bullying. I guess most will remember me as
the Art teacher, who spent hours helping you produce

mosaics, henna hands, clay masks, and how to draw a
portrait with 5-eyes-wide. Maybe you’re fortunate enough
to have been part of 8MY, and have had me help you
through some friendship or personal problems.

Whether your memories of me are good or bad, funny or
sad, I hope you remember me as someone who cared about
the students at Ken Stimpson Community School, and
wanted to make it a better place for you to be educated in.
Here’s a question for you; how would you like to be
remembered, when you leave school? Once you’ve
answered that, think about this; is it going to help you
when filling out an application form for a job?
I may not teach you after Easter, but I will always remember
you. How do you want me to remember you?

Mr Peter Midgley
Teacher of Art



I Believe
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Although I wasn’t born  in the fens, I have
lived in them for almost all my life: first in
Holme Fen, to where my parents moved in
1970,  and then Baston Fen, where I moved
in 1999.

To me, the fen landscape is a source of endless
contemplation: the long straight roads which are often
10ft higher than the fields they edge; the telegraph
poles and wires stretching into the horizon; the huge
louring skyscapes; the black ploughed fields. Living
in the fields is like living near the edge of the ocean:
the distant horizon always in view but never coming
closer.

Perhaps this is  why people who have been brought up in
the fens tend to be of a melancholic and stoical disposition.
I remember from  my younger days the bar in The Admiral

Wells pub in Holme Fen being propped up mostly by
phlegmatic farm workers who hadn’t travelled a great deal.
One of my favourite local roads is the B1040 between
Thorney and Whittlesey. The views to the left are of
immense proportions. Theres’s not much to see actually:
I don’t think it would get a cartographer’s viewpoint .
There are mysterious and antiquated  looking drainage
systems littered here and there, and some spectacular
machinery near Flag Fen opposite The Dog in a Doublet.
A row of pollarded willows creates the most haunting sight
as you near Whittlesey.

Some people love mountains, others the sea. There are
even those who crave the civilization of cities. But put me
in a hut at the edge of a field deep in the fen country. I’d
stare at the horizon and count the clouds all day, and never
get tired.

Mr Keith Billson
Teacher of English
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I had the pleasure of following one class
round to all the workshops for the
Performing Arts day which took place in
November of last year.

A variety of performing art experts descended on
KSCS. All the teachers were very experienced and
enthusiastic and this soon rubbed off on all the students
taking part. It was wonderful to see students that may
not normally be enthralled by music/drama/dance
taking part and really enjoying themselves and
appreciating the skills of the performing arts world.

The singing workshop made singing fun for all; even if
you felt you couldn’t sing (me included) we were all
encouraged to explore the range of the voice. Some students
continued to sing on the way to the next work shop as they
had been enjoying it so much, to the stares and then smiles
of other students! It didn’t seem fair to stop them and
dampen their enthusiasm.

The drumming workshop was full of energetic rhythms
requiring concentration and timing. Some students really
embraced this and excelled.

Musical Theater was full of information on the variety of
skill needed to perform in this field.  We all learnt lots
and enjoyed the participation.

During the Fame work shop I was amazed by the energy
shown by the instructor who had performed Fame in the
west end. We were all enthralled for the whole unit learning
the opening dance routine not wanting it to finish.

In the Hip hop work shop we were fascinated by the moves
and technique that we all tried including the Michael
Jackson moon walk. I couldn’t believe the skills picked
up so quickly especially by the boys.  Perhaps something
that they should all pursue.

Next came the drama work shop .After a short warm up
dramatic improvisation was the topic for this unit exploring
different techniques. The range of skills shown by students
was very impressive.

The day rounded up with a few students from each work
shop showing everyone what they had leant and everyone
joining in with the song learnt in the singing workshop.
All student received certificates for participating and special
achievement awards were also given.

I really hope that this becomes a annual event for Year  9
students as the team work and enthusiasm shown should
be experienced and benefited by all.

Ms Philippa Snoxell
Cover Supervisor

This term Year 7 have been working hard in their Dance
lessons.  They have created their own dances based on
balances with each other, contact with the floor and using
a chair.  John Bennett, local authority officer observed a
group of Year 7 Dance and was very impressed with their
enthusiasm, dance vocabulary and sense of performance.
He was especially overwhelmed with the commitment of
the boys in their final performance piece.

This commitment has now developed into a Boys Dance
group called ‘The Flexors’ run by Curtis-Oliver Smith and
Alex Berridge.  The boys performed their first piece in
the Christmas Show on Wednesday 16th December, well
done boys!

Here is an account of Mitchell in 7WD’s experience in
Dance so far at Ken Stimpson:

 “I have really enjoyed Dance so far at Ken Stimpson
School. Last half term we learnt a dance piece all about

the 6 Dance Actions: I spend most break times in the
studio, either rehearsing or watching other students Dance.”

Miss Jenny Ware
Teacher of Dance
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Each half-term, a number of students are
rewarded with a Principal’s Commendation
in recognition of their outstanding
contribution to Ken Stimpson.  This half-
term the following students have been
awarded this award:

· Rory Murphy
· Asta Radvilaite
· Courtney Brown,
· John Palfrey
· Muwamat de Reid
· Abbas Dhanji
· Daniel Pullen
· Mujtaba Khokhar
· Leonardo Rocha
· Matthew Purcell
· Matthew Pickup
· Celia De Villiers

The commitment and determination shown by these
students in a variety of areas is outstanding.  Some
will have been recommended by their subject teachers
for producing a very high quality of work; some have
served as ambassadors for the school in their care for
others; some have demonstrated leadership skills
when representing the school on formal occasions.

The Principal’s Commendation gives the opportunity for
Mr Lord to meet and talk with these students who show
such dedication to their learning and make such a positive
contribution to Ken Stimpson Community School.  We
feel that to praise their outstanding achievement is vitally
important.  There are many other students in the school
who deserve recognition, and the Principal’s
Commendation will continue to seek that such students
are indeed formally recognised and thanked.

Mrs Urni Wallace
Assisstant Principal

Silver Fox
More than just a gift shop

Brilliant giftware & home accessories
Candle holders & candles

Recycled Spanish Glassware
Window Crystals & Chimes

Hand crafted polished glass, silver jewellery
And so much more! - Innovation Naturally

Westgate Arcade, Peterborough
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As part of our business Enterprise scheme,
the Learning centre decided to run a lunch
time Scalextric club.

To make it more interesting, we decided that we would
run a Digital set up which allows up to four cars to be
raced at a time, rather than the traditional Analogue
set up of only two cars. This would allow us to let
more people race at once.

There are usually between 6 to 8 cars that the students
choose from, and they take turns with each car, racing
in 10 lap stints which are recorded on a timer that tells
you who’s leading and how many laps are left, and
then at the end of the race, all four finishing positions
are displayed.

The club started a couple of weeks into the September
term, and has been very popular, even though we
charge a nominal fee of 20pence per person per day.

We have a regular group of students who come most
days, while others support it, when they feel like
coming or have a spare 20p. The students are supported
by the learning centre staff, and if you fancy a go,
even  if you come only occasionally, you are most
welcome.

During the week starting the 16th November 2009, the
Learning Centre ran its first competition, with four
Teams of four competing in 20 lap heats against each
other, using four different cars, and all taking turns to
use each car. One person from each team raced each
day, and the teams were made up from both staff and
students, there was an all student team, a female LC
staff team, and a male LC staff team who were joined
by a year 11 student, and the final team made up of
both staff and students.

There was also a time trial event, open to anybody,
but it was mainly supported by those in the competition;
for this event all magnets were removed from the car
to make it harder to drive.

The Team competition saw the student team take the
opposition apart winning 11 out of the 16 races, while
both the mixed student/staff team and the male LC

team won 2 races each, leaving the ladies team taking
a single win.

The winning team took the lead at round one, and
never relinquished it, although the male team, fought
back to draw level on points after round two, but then
the student team simply blew every one away, and as
we entered the last round they only needed to win the
first two heats to put the title out of reach of their
rivals. They did just that and thus won the event and
the big box of chocolates. The winning team was made
up off Adam, Sam, Luke and Kieren.

The Time trial event was won by Mr Moore, while
Kieren also matched his time, and took the student
prize.

So all in all a good event, and those students who
support the racing regularly, will be able to compete
against each other two win a more traditional Analogue
set.

Mr Andrew Moore
Teaching Assistant

Wanted
Student Journalists.

If you would like to write for the ‘Shout’ or be
involved in its production please see

Mr Billson or Mr Walls.
We may have a job for you!



French Experience Day

Gone Fishin’
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On Tuesday 9 March a group of Year 10
and Year 11 GCSE French students,
accompanied by Miss Johnson and Mr
Smith, visited the Cambridge Guildhall for
the now familiar fun day of French with
its underlying serious message, i.e.
preparing them for their GCSE exam via
an intensive few hours of total exposure to
the language.

As ever many other schools were represented and a
full auditorium experienced all the usual excitement
of the interactive programme; live action sketches
interspersed with recorded interviews and French
adverts and TV clips.

 There was the usual audience participation via the selection
of ABCD answers for multiple choice questions, and the
ever- popular inviting on stage of risk-takers anxious to
practice their spoken transactional French in readiness for
the oral exam; or maybe rather more materialistically, to

try and win a prize; or even perhaps simply for the glory
of their school and the satisfaction of hearing the applause
at the end!

This year two brave souls from Ken Stimpson took to the
stage: Rachit Vakharia, who had also volunteered last
year, and Jade Watson, who was so determined to do her
bit that she had brought all her French books with her and
had spent the journey to Cambridge studying and getting
thoroughly prepared!

Lunchtime offered the opportunity to have a wander
around Cambridge town centre and the market; although
prices were a little high, lunch was not a problem, thanks
to the ubiquitous 'Macdo's'!

This was the 9th consecutive year that a group from Ken
Stimpson has taken part in 'French Experience Day' and
hopefully it has again proved its worth as a useful revision
tool for all participants.

Miss Lynne Johnson
Head of Faculty - MFL

My passion for fishing started over forty
years ago when my father and his friends
went all over the country chasing the "Big
one."

I wanted to go with him one weekend and he made
me my very own rod, which I still have to this day.
We went miles from home and trundled across muddy
fields full of cows to get to the river.  That was the
first time I ever caught a fish; I was totally hooked!

Most weekends, come rain or shine, I race through the
housework to leave time to go fishing; I'm totally addicted
and get very down when I can't get my fix.  It is the best
thing to relax and get away from it all: the anticipation of
whether I will catch the Big One or not.

Four years ago, at a local fishery, my dream came true.
I hooked into a large Carp (well, it was to me).  It was the
most thrilling thing ever.  It took me nearly an hour to
land and it completely shredded my line!  It weighed in
at 21 1/2 Ibs.

An elderly man was fishing off the point and when I
landed the Carp, he packed up his gear.  As he went passed,
he muttered (with gritted teeth) that he had fished there
for years and was totally miffed that a female angler had
caught the biggest in the lake.

It made my day, actually my year!

Mrs Anita Colegate
Curriculum Support Assistant



My First Week

9

The best thing about Secondary School is play times because the amphitheatre and
the field are huge.  The best lesson so far is English in room 1U07 because Mrs
Wagstaff is kind and tells us stories.  My worst fear so far is losing something I need.
I have been looking forward to ICT because in year six when we visited it was brilliant

Reuben Allard

My first week at school was a bit scary but we all tried to keep calm.  We all had the
same schedule so we can go around together.  The best lesson so far was science
where we did experiments and had some fun.  I’m looking forward to school trips in
the future.  My worst fear was getting lost or going to the wrong classroom.

Roxanne Sieley

I’m really enjoying my first week at Ken Stimpson because I’ve made really nice
friends in the school and there is nothing I’m worried about.  On the first day I was
a little bit worried but I realised it would be ok and now I really like school.  The best
thing for me so far is getting stamps from teachers and being in the top form.  The
best lesson so far is dance.

Anon

The best thing so far is meeting new people because I’ve met some good friends.
The best lesson so far is Art because it was lots of fun and went past really quick.
My worst fear was getting lost and it happened twice.  A club I’m looking forward to
is hockey club.  I’m looking forward to my first PE lesson.

Josh Cartwright

The best thing I’ve done so far is probably having a great laugh with my mates at
break.  The best lesson at the moment is either Miss Mosley’s literacy or Mr DeVita’s
History.  When I first came here I was really quite worried about losing most of my
stuff on the first day.  Luckily it wasn’t me…  I’m looking forward to hopefully learning
Italian at some point.  The reason for this is because my mum is half Italian which
makes me a quarter.  I like the look of study club as it will help me get my homework
out of the way.

Kieron Cadbertson

The best thing was making new friends because I now feel a bit more confident.
The best lesson so far is Art because we can be really creative. My worst fear was
getting lost but it didn’t happen.  Something I’m looking forward to is ICT because I
usually enjoy ICT.  A club I hope to join is Drama Club.

Gemma

Year Seven students talk candidly about their first week at Ken Stimpson



Staff Revelations
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Full Name: Caroline
Elizabeth Thorpe
Place of birth:

Alexandria (near
Glasgow), Scotland

Previous jobs:Animal
Shelter volunteer,
cleaner at a
residential centre,
summer camp tent
counsellor
Worst job:Waitress

Who was your most

inspirational teacher? Miss Kinsella - GCSE English Teacher

Were you a good student? “A quiet and concientious
student”

What do you dream about? Publishing a book

What irritates you? Poor driving

Describe yourself in three words: Hard-working, outdoorsy

What are you scared of? Failure

What is your most valued possession? My piano

Who from history would you like to meet? Jesus - how

wrong did we get it?

What is your greatest regret? Not studying geography at
university

Best holiday moment? Climbing Scafell Pike with my brother

(highest mountain in England)

Worst holiday moment? Losing three friends on a mountain

in heavy snow one January

Ambition: Become a famous author

Full Name: Becki Nuzzo

Place of birth: Peterborough

Previous jobs: Waitress, shoe fitter, cleaner, shop assistant,
dancer, interpreter, tranlator, teacher

Worst job: Shoe fitter (smelly feet)!

Who was your most inspirational teacher? Miss Jennings
(French teacher at KSCS)

Were you a good student?  Always (ask Miss Potter and Mr
Lancaster if you don’t believe me).

What do you dream about? Someone breaking into my house
and taking everything (which they just did unfortunately)!

What irritates you? Rude people, lazy people

Describe yourself in three words: Organised, happy, optomistic

What are you scared of? Heights and Clone Troopers

What is your most valued
possession? My late mum’s
pearl necklace

Who from history would
you like to meet? Leonardo
Da Vinci

What is your greatest
regret? Not being a dancer.
 (Had an injury so had to
stop.)

Best holiday moment? In
Sardinia: dancing with my

children Alesa (8) March (4) at the kiddy disco

Worst holiday moment? Finding a man’s false teeth in the

sea when diving

Ambition: To be a good mum, to travel the world and maybe

be head of language ones day!?



Poets Corner
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The Icy Storm

An icy storm is brewing, across the uneasy landscape.
So the man retreated to a once happy place,

Only accessible via a steam train,
It takes him through countryside; to a vast clearing

In a deserted woods.

The clearing is scattered with few happy couples,
Laying, thriving in the sun light.
The man is harshly reminded of the storm.
Runs frantically. To find salvation;
Through bushes of brambles and thistles.

Scratching and tearing, at his once warm clothes.
Breaks free from their daunting clasp, encouraged by the storm;
To a precarious ledge. The crushed grass where they once lay,

Reminded him of the: beauty, the scent and the long hypnotic curls;
Before the storm.

Over the ledge rested a serene and undisturbed pool.
That they once swam together in;
Before that horrid storm. He remembered, they would retire,
To the shade of the cool trees,
Hidden in the sanctuary before the storm.

He couldn’t take the fact, that she was now gone, forever;
Engulfed by the storm. To the highest peak;

He jumped into the shallow pool to forget about the dreaded storm.
To be with the pale faced curled hair and tight embrace,

Forevermore.

When he finally reached the pool, with eyes closed tight,
Was met by no splash;
But a frosted, harsh wind.
He opened his eyes to be met by that icy storm.

Within held a cold face,
Short hair flowing unnaturally,

With a new order floating; in the cold wind.
killed perfection.

By Connor J Page ©2009-12-9



Ski Trip
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Hey Dudes!!! Ski Trip was totally awesome man. Fancy spending
a week with your best friends? Well ski trip might just be the
thing for you. Here's a sample of all the fun you missed out on
this year. We went over to Italy for a pizza, had a quiz evening,
went swimming to relax our muscles and went curling. And that
was just the evenings. The six days of skiing included many
laughs, including, Zarina Rogalla ripping her salopettes and Mrs
Greenwood taking out Mr De Vita. The ski instructors are brilliant
and beginners were skiing parallels by the end of the week.
Over the week we made many new friends and got to know
people from other years.  Overall, a brilliant week, and that's
why we have been three times!!

By Amy Barnett and Jenny Hodges (Year 13)
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In The Swim
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I started having swimming lessons when I
was five years old.  I'd been taken swimming
by Mum and Dad since I was a baby, but
they wanted me to be able to swim properly
before we took our first holiday abroad.

I had lessons at the Thorpe Wood Leisure Centre for
about four years.  When I was in Year four at primary
school, we used to go to the Regional Pool as part of
our P.E. lessons.  It was there that one of the coaches,
Tracy, asked me if I'd like to try out for the swimming
club.  I went one evening and had a trial.  They thought
I was good enough and that's when I joined City of
Peterborough Swimming Club  (COPS) .

I've been a member of COPS now for six years.  I've
moved up through the squads, going from just a Friday
night session, to silver squad and I am soon hoping to
reach my target of getting a regional time for 50m freestyle.
I train in the pool most evenings, and on Friday mornings
I have to start my training at 5:30!  Altogether, I train for
eight hours in the pool six times a week, plus we do an
hour of land training on two evenings.  I have competed
in many swimming galas at weekends, so swimming takes
up a lot of my time.  I have to say my favourite gala has
been at Sheffield Ponds Forge, which is an Olympic sized
swimming pool with ten lanes.  I like this gala because
there is so much atmosphere on poolside and everyone
has a great time cheering for each member if their club.

This half term was my very first swimming training camp.
We went to Crystal Palace and I was a little nervous
because I knew it would be a tough and challenging week.
We spent four hours a day swimming and as I had imagined,
each session was very hard - but everyone had fun in the
time we could spend with one another.  During some of
this time, we would play basketball, badminton and football
as well as the usual land training.  Every evening there
were quizzes which were fun (my favourite activity was
when we did a drama performance we did about the
coaches!).  On Wednesday two groups went to the science
museum and we went in to the IMAX cinema and watched
a film about dinosaurs.  We got to see some really good
synchronised swimmers and also some high divers.

I like swimming because I love being in the water and
competing in a sport which has so many opportunities and
helps to keep me fit.  I've always been interested in

s w i m m i n g
because I've
been around
water all my
life and loved
every minute
of it.  Since
t h e  2 0 0 8
Olympics I've
wanted to be
j u s t  l i k e
M i c h a e l
P h e l p s
because in my
opinion he is
the greatest
s w i m m e r
ever. For me,
he is a role
model as I can
watch his swimming and this can help with my own
progress. Watching someone can give you tips on how to
improve.  I love being a member of COPS because it's not
just about serious training.  We have times during the year
for social time such as our barbeque and Christmas disco
which I spent with many of my friends and we have a
great time every year.

My dream would be to make it to the Olympics.  Maybe
not in 2012 but in the future, who knows?

Kerry Hunt
Year Nine Student

Willow Garage
MOTs - Tyres

Batteries - Exhausts

Willow Road, Yaxley

Peterborough

Cambs. PE4 3HJ

Telephone:

01733 242830
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Running, what an exhilarating sensation of
adrenaline it creates!  If you were to ask if
I do any sport in my spare time I would
answer: long distance running.

My style would be best compared to a rolling thunder
cloud because I am determined, allowing me to
gradually overtake a number of runners throughout
the race.  It has transformed in to a huge part of my
life; it is more than simply a hobby.

When did I begin to be a more competitive, faster runner?
 During my time at William Law, I can recall coming first
in the year four girls running race at sports day.  I was
encouraged by my best friend to experience the unknown
realm of after school clubs and attend the cross country
club for years five and six.  Although I never succeeded
in making the A team in the primary school relay races,
William Law was the foundation in discovering the
enjoyment of long distance running through the moral
support from teachers and, above all, the pure enjoyment
of challenging myself to improve my personal best for
running a mile.

Despite the happiness that I experienced whilst taking part
at my primary school's cross country club it seemed as
though the light was also dimming for the only sport that
I had a chance of being good at, as I had no knowledge of

the local running club.
However, this was not the
end.  As I came home from
school one day, my mum
informed me of Werrington
joggers and suggested that
I could go.  I was ecstatic
and  jumped  a t  the
o p p o r t u n i t y.  I  c a n
remember shyly glancing
around at  the many
members of the club
talking to each other as
they waited for the warm
up and register, and
thought to myself "will I
fit it? Am I fast enough to
be doing this or will I just
disappoint myself?"  On
my own in the corner of
the drama studio the chairman approached me and asked
if I had qualified for Bretton Woods and I hadn't in year
nine.  I answered no and was placed in the middle group
with a few primary school children.  Regardless of what
group I was placed in it felt absolutely wonderful to be
running at a club again.  I had taken a risk that I knew I
would never regret.

Jade Watson
Year Eleven Student

Did you know that Peterborough had a
Youth Council?  Are you aware that our
school has two representatives upon that
council?

Peterborough Youth Council was set up in December
2006 to give young people a voice in the decisions
that affect the future of the city. The current chairman
is from The Kings School, Tom Travarthen.  There
are representatives from most of the senior schools
in Peterborough, our own being no exception.  Ryan
Baldry is the Partnership and Development officer
and Laura Lee the Environment.  The youth council
meets a minimum of six times a year.

Youth councillors debate local issues referred to them by
city councillors and matters raised by individual school
councils.  The youth council  can then make
recommendations to council officers and members as they
did recently when asked about "Fair Fares" for students
in Peterborough, a campaign to gain cheaper bus fares for
students in the city.  Ken Stimpson reps Ryan Baldry and
Laura Lee made a 10 minute presentation to councillors
having first canvassed many of Peterborough's youth to
gain their opinions.  The presentation was then followed
by a question and answer session.  Councillors present
were "impressed" with Ryan and Laura's "professionalism"
and "depth of knowledge".

Mrs Ruth Baldry
Cover Supervisor



IT AT KSCS
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Colin’s School of Motoring

Fully qualified and very experienced Instructor.
Advanced Driver.
Extremely Patient.

Non Smoker.
One to one tuition guaranteed.

Phone: 01773-321371
Mobile: 07763763030

Email: epsilon@ntlworld.com

L

As always in the world of IT, we've been
making a lot of changes to the systems and
services used at the school.  Some of these
changes will have been fairly obvious, but
some you wouldn't have noticed at all.
Here's a snapshot of some of things that
have happened or will happen:

We're really starting to make use of our Learning
Platform both in school and at home.  Quite a few
teachers are adding resources for you to access, with
some even setting work for you on it.  Did you know
that parents of students in years 7 to 10 have been
set up with accounts to the Learning Platform as
well?  Parents can see information about attendance,
behaviour and achievements, to name just three.  Our
policy is that anything we show to parents on the
Learning Platform, students can see as well.

The school website at www.kscs.org.uk is constantly
updated with news and information.  We get about 180
different visitors to the site each day, and this is growing.
You should take a look.  If you can't take a look because
you don't have a computer with an internet connection at
home, the government's Home Access Grant might be
of interest.  It's available, dependent on circumstances, to
families with students in years 3 to 9.  Information is on
www.homeaccess.org and paper copies will be available
from reception.

We've just invested in GCSE podcasts, designed to aid
revision.  We'll be making these available soon, but you
can have a sneak peak by visiting www.gcsepod.co.uk.
These will be used on our Learning Platform and will also
be downloadable to iPods.  Whilst thinking about audio,
we've also invested heavily in video this year, purchasing
17 digital video cameras.  Primarily for media studies,
these are being used in many subjects to aid learning.  At
the same time as buying the hardware, we had to purchase
new software for editing videos, so now have Adobe
Master Collection installed around the school.  We've also
offered students and staff the opportunity to download
free Microsoft software as part of the Microsoft Developer
Network Academic Alliance, a benefit of the school being
a Microsoft IT Academy.

State secondary schools are in the current phase of the
government's Building Schools for the Future (BSF)

plan.  It means schools in Peterborough which didn't
undergo rebuild and refurbishment through the PFI
programme, as KSCS did, will have this done over the
next few years.  It also means a large investment in ICT,
with a single managed ICT service being introduced for
schools in the programme.  General information can be
seen  on  www.par tnershipforschools .org .uk .

Time for The Geeky Part: We now run a virtual server
environment at the school, using 3 powerful Dell servers,
2 Dot Hill SANs and VMWare's vSphere 4, enabling us
to run our current number of 23 virtual servers.  This has
increased flexibility, reliability and scalability of IT systems
at KSCS.  We need to stay ahead of the game because
users log on to a computer about 7000 times each week
at the school.  We've rolled out a number of Windows
2008 R2 servers and will be changing our domain to 2008
R2 level during Easter.  Windows 7 also looms for PCs
at the school; the plan for deployment isn't complete yet,
but summer 2010 is the latest it will be happening.

Mr David Todd
Network Manager



 Teen Queen
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My name is April Baxter, I'm 16 in April and am
representing Peterborough in Miss Teen UK on March
the 27th.  I’m also a Ken Stimpson Year Eleven
student!

I won Miss Teen Peterborough back in July 2009 and will keep
that title until July 2010  The final is being held on the 27th of

March in  Cheshire.

I will be up against competition
such as Miss London and  Miss
Birmingham. I'm looking forward
to meeting and  interacting with the
other contestants and feel that it
will be a great experience.  I used
to sing for pageants so it's really
exciting to be representing my home
town again.  The winner of Miss
Teen UK will receive thousands of
pounds worth of  prizes and will be
flown out to a five star resort in
America to represent the UK in
Miss Teen World/Universe.  The
Final consists of an interview,
swimwear round, fashion wear
round and an evening wear round.

Many other prizes will be awarded on the day including Miss
Congeniality, Best Interview, Best Smile, Best Fashion, Best Hair.  I
can't wait and would love your support.

HEALTH AND YOUNG PERSONS ADVICE CENTRE

DROP IN FOR FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE

-  General Health
-  Smoking, Alcohol, Drugs, Advice
-  Support
-  Sexual Health and Contraception
-  Friendly Staff

Monday: 3:30p.m. - 5:00p.m.

KEN STIMPSON COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Please contact admin for further details



Paris 2010
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On Friday the 19th of February 40 excited
Year 8 students and 4 nervous staff
congregated on a snowy car park outside
school ready to set off to Paris.

It was an early start; we were on the coach for six
o'clock am and along with Alan, our knowledgeable
driver we made it to Paris ahead of schedule. The
students were in rooms of four with an ensuite
bathroom and the chateau was fantastic with all sorts
of facilities to keep us busy including a disco room,
tuck shop, floodlit football pitch, basketball courts
and even a swimming pool! After orientation and
dinner we played games in the chateau and headed
off for a not so early night.

Saturday was Disneyland day although we were a little
worried as the snow was falling thickly throughout
breakfast and the boys were quick to start a snowball fight
as we were waiting to leave. In all we had just over six
hours in Disneyland and with short queues everyone got
to do everything that they wanted. We went to the haunted
house, on a 'Pirates of the Caribbean' boat ride, upside
down on the Indiana Jones ride and almost flew on Space
Mountain. James' close encounter with Katie Price was
perhaps the highlight of his trip, but everyone left with a
story to tell. After dinner that night we had a Disney
themed evening culminating in a singing battle which the
staff definitely did not win.

Sunday morning after croissants and pain au chocolat we
went to a French market in the little town of Brie Comte.
After a diversion (we weren't lost, honest!) we arrived at
the town although Mrs Thorpe had to flag down a French
man to ask for directions. Students had a town trail to
complete which provided many good photo opportunities
and then we had some free time for shopping. Everyone
had to speak some French, especially in the bakery where
we bought lots of gorgeous French cakes. Miss Ware put
her bartering skills to good use and the girls bought some
lovely dresses for a fantastic price. It was the coldest day
of the trip and although we all wished we could have had
more time for shopping, no one complained about being
back onboard the warm coach. That afternoon after a short
drive we went to the beautiful Château de Fontainebleau.
Although famous for rock climbing and the extensive
parkland we went straight to the château where we admired
the decorated ceilings, throne room and many different
paintings. Back to our chateau where Liam managed to

eat 11 snails for his dinner! It was our prize evening too
with notable winners being Quinn as Crumb King, Antanina
for greatest French appreciation and Hussein whose
desperate need for batteries prompted the most French
spoken by a student.

Our last day and Monday morning saw us setting off to
the centre of Paris past the cloud factory and the pea
factory - now how many gullible students really believed
that story? We had a lovely cruise along the river Seine
past Notre Dame and the Ile St Louis through the heart
of the city. Then we were off to climb up the Eiffel Tower
with 12 students tackling the stairs all the way to the
second floor. It was a long way up and the views across
Paris were beautiful although students needed to shelter
from the strong winds in the shop, at least that was their
story. From here it was off back home with a dinner break
on the ferry. One of the staff approached us and said 'We
were a little concerned when we saw your group come up
the stairs, but we have been pleasantly surprised with how
polite and well-behaved they are.' We had a lovely group
of students who tried to use their French and who engaged
with all aspects of the trip, I think everyone was a little
sad when we had to come home.

Mrs Thorpe
Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages



Spring Fair 2010
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So far 2009/10 has been a very good year
for KSCS charity events.

We started the year with our 'blue and bling' non-
uniform day, raising over £800 for Breast cancer
Research and our link school in Malawi.

This success was followed by the Children in Need break-
time fair which allowed us to donate over £600 to the
national charity. Other, smaller events have generated
over £800 for the Sue Ryder Trust, a local charity which
helps to fund the Macmillan Nurses in the hospice at
Thorpe Hall, Longthorpe.

The Spring Fair has always been the most important event
on the charity calendar because it involves families, staff
and students from KSCS and our local community. This
year had a range of games, crafts and goodies to coax the
coins from our pockets.

All of the people taking part worked extremely hard to
make the Spring Fair the success it was. The staff and
KSSA members running the Kenny Cafe were rushed off
their feet as usual and did a fantastic job serving drinks,
cakes, scones and the now famous bacon rolls. Mr Midgley
was an excellent target for wet sponges again; taking more
than one for the team! Crafting talent was on display with
some fantastic keyrings, recycled wristbands and magnets
produced by 7WD and Ali Katz' beautiful beaded jewellery.
There was the traditional raffle and of course Miss Johnson
and Mr Smith ran the tombola with help from 9JN. The
Learning Centre team provided the new idea for the year
- the scalectrix time challenge.

I was very proud of the time and effort that our pupils put
into their stalls. They were a credit to the school with their
polite, friendly and professional attitudes shown on the
day. Charity events rely on people deciding to do something
worthwhile with their time, and in the case of the Spring
Fair, having fun in the process. We raised over £1000 for
the KSSA and the Sue Ryder Trust which, with the £600
from the non-uniform day, will make a difference to our
school and to people in our city.

Special thanks go to Mrs Ayre for all her hard work, the
KSSA members and everyone who helped to clear up at
the end! Lastly, thank you to all of you who came to take
part - see you next year!

Mrs Karen Young
Charities Co-Ordinator



Football Round-Up

 Junior Triathlon Training
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Would you like to get involved in one of Britain's fastest growing sports?

Following their success in securing a Sport England grant, PACTRAC are
delighted to now be able to offer weekly sessions to 7 - 16 year olds across
Peterborough. Children can choose to bring their own bikes or use bikes
provided at the sessions.

Saturdays 2.00 - 4.00pm at Stanground College
(Beginning Saturday 17th April 2010)

Come along to these regular sessions to benefit from the support of qualified triathlon
coaches.

Cost per session £3.00

These sessions will then prepare you for 3 exciting triathlons we have planned:
Saturday 12th June
Saturday 3rd July
Saturday 7th August

Parents - We would like to encourage you to be active too. Why not use the Fitness
Suite at Stanground College, whilst waiting for your son/daughter.

For more information email
Dave Patmore-Hill: davepatmorehill@yahoo.com or Wendy Gooding:

Year 7

Hampton 5 - 0 Ken Stimpson
Ken Stimpson 0 - 2 Kings

Year 8

Ken Stimpson 6 Hampton 3
Kings 3 - 2 Ken Stimpson
Quarter Final's of county cup they lost Voyager 4 - Ken
Stimpson 3

Year 9

Ken Stimpson 0 Hampton 4
Ken Stimpson 5 - 1 Kings

 Year 10

Kings 0 - 1 Ken Stimpson

Year 11

Hampton 8 Ken Stimpson 0
Ken Stimpson 2 - 3 Kings
Ken Stimpson 5 - 2 Sir John Fisher

Advertisements
If you would like to advertise in the next edition of

The Stimpson Shout
then please contact Mrs Chris Ware on:

01733 765950


