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As you will be aware, at the end of this term
I will be stepping down from the role of
Principal at Ken Stimpson Community
School.

I first joined the School in 1984 as the Head of the
Mathematics department. After working up to the
role of Vice Principal, in December 1994 I transferred
to a larger school in a similar role to gain wider
experience before returning to Ken Stimpson as
Principal in September 1997. Consequently I have
been part of the school for almost twenty three of the
last twenty five years, the last twelve as Principal.

My role as Principal of Ken Stimpson Community School

has  a lways  been
fascinating and often
challenging. However it
does generate a feeling
of great job satisfaction,
a true sense of purpose
and the opportunity to be
part of a profession that
I believe to be of massive
importance.  Students at
Ken St impson are
extremely fortunate to be
taught by - and to learn
alongside - a group of
talented, committed staff
of the highest quality. I,
in turn, am very lucky to
work with superb colleagues who are passionate about
education and dedicated to achieving the very best for the
students in their care.

Having informed Mrs Holland, Chair of Governors, earlier
this academic year that I would be resigning in August I
thought I was making a clean break and was moving on.
However a week later I was asked if I would consider a
part-time role next year supporting Mr Lord, as Acting
Principal, and working within the Leadership Team. It
certainly wasn’t my intention when I offered my resignation
but I was very happy to accept and to make my leaving
more of a transition than a sudden stop. This management
model is often practised successfully in industry and
business, as well as in other schools, and I believe that it
will be better both for the school and for me. Clearly I
wouldn’t leave the school as happily if I was concerned
about my successor. I have no doubt about the continued
success of the school under Mr Lord’s leadership next
year.

I have been immensely proud to say that I am the Principal
at Ken Stimpson Community School. I wish each of you
and our school continuing success in the future.

Mr David McPartlinMr David McPartlin
PrincipalPrincipal
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Duke of Edinburgh
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The weekend revellers at sunset

It’s official: camping is the new clubbing

All smiles at the start...

...and all smiles at the finish

Ray Mears and Bear Grylls taking it easy

The fun way to beat the holiday credit crunch



A Day in the Life of

A Message from the Acting Principal
It is a pleasure and a privilege to have been
appointed as the Acting Principal at Ken
Stimpson Community School.  This is a
challenge that I await with anticipation.

Tremendous thanks are due to Mr McPartlin, the
outgoing Principal, and on behalf of the students,
parents, staff and Governors I would like to wish him
all the very best for the future.

I am looking forward to continuing my happy association
with the school and pledge myself to serve it and continue
the excellent work completed so far.  My aim is
straightforward in that I want everybody associated with
the school - students and adults – to be proud of belonging
to the Ken Stimpson learning community.  In order to

achieve this I will be asking lots of questions and listening,
as I see my role as ‘first learner’ of the school.
I joined Ken Stimpson at the turn of the Millennium as
Head of Modern Foreign Languages and I have now been
part of senior management within the school for the past
seven years, initially as an Assistant Principal before
moving to my current role as Vice Principal. I now look
forward to working in a leadership role to promote the
further progress of our school in the community of
Werrington.

I look forward to meeting many of you over the course of
the coming year and continuing to ensure that we provide
the high quality of education that is synonymous with Ken
Stimpson Community School.

Mr Richard LordMr Richard Lord
Acting PrincipalActing Principal
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A typical day starts
with rushing to
reg is t ra t ion or
assembly to hand
out appointment
slips for the day
ahead.

Then it’s back to my
office to check emails
and to inform teachers if
a student will be with me
instead of in their lesson.

I normally see 5 students each day, one per unit with one
unit for admin and planning the next day’s appointments.
This is often taken up however with a student who may
come to my door needing to talk about something. Most
days include time with a student who is experiencing
personal difficulties.

Over the school year, I see every year 9 and 10 student
for Learning Planning.  We are now using a brilliant
computer program for this called ‘Plan-It’. Each student

c o m p l e t e s
activit ies on
Plan-It designed
to help them become more self aware and start thinking
about their future.  They identify areas they would like to
work on for progression and I help them to put together
an Action Plan which includes targets to work towards.
We also discuss GCSE option choices , post year 11 options
and careers.

One whole morning per week is spent at Peterborough
Regional College accompanying our students who are
involved in the BTEC First Diploma in Construction.  It
is very satisfying to see them engaged in practical activities
like bricklaying, carpentry, electrics and plumbing and to
see them developing new skills. I am also there to offer
support and encouragement with any difficulties they face
and I feel very proud that our first group of 16 lads have
just completed their course and the indications are that
they have all achieved at least a pass.

Each day at Ken Stimpson is different and usually very
rewarding. This is the best job I have ever had!

Mrs GreggMrs Gregg
Learning MentorLearning Mentor



I Believe

Pure Chemistry
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It hardly seems like 5 years
since some very wet
behind the ears year 7’s
were full of questions for
their form tutor – they
naturally assumed I had all
of the answers but alas I
was just starting on my
teaching career and in
reality knew very little
about the school.  I had to
make a difference quickly.

It has been five years of
challenges and a huge amount of fun.  The challenges have
been helping so many great students realise that they can
do better and watch as they try to achieve higher than they
thought possible and that has been equally true for those
getting grade E GCSE’s when predicted F’s as those getting

A*’s when predicted A’s.  To help two students gain top
“A” level grades in Chemistry and go on to fulfil their
goals of studying at Oxford University was very rewarding.

I certainly can’t forget a certain Mr Stanley trying to topple
our canoe on the Y7 Irthlingborough trip only to fall in
himself too! Or the many students too slow to get out of
the way of the exploding coke bottle when we dropped
“Mentos” in.

All in all I leave with many fond memories.  So why on
earth am I leaving I hear you ask.  Well life is all about
setting goals and achieving them and if you have not yet
YOU need to start doing that.  My goal is to be a full-time
dad and work part time, and that part time work is going
to be running my own business.  Who knows, as an
enterprise school maybe I’ll be invited to come in and
teach you how to make a successful business!
Aim high and never stop trying.

Dr Alan GrahamDr Alan Graham
Science TeacherScience Teacher

Summer rolls around once again, and again
my daily newspaper is filled with news of
the three most tedious sports known to
mankind: cricket (yawn), golf (zzzzz) and
tennis ( wake me up when it’s over).

I was quite prepared to dismiss these sports without
any explanation, but giving the matter some serious
thought, I find that my dislike of them ( hatred, even,
wouldn’t be too strong a word) runs quite deep.

I am not a political animal, but I instinctively associate the
three sports I have named with the middle classes, or
perhaps the upper-middle classes, or with those who aspire
to that kind of status. Cricket has strong working class
roots, I am fully aware; it is often romantically linked with
the culture of the North of England. It attracts a strong
working class following and is also a great multi-cultural
sport. And yet, cricket remains a sport appropriated ,
controlled and mediated by the well-off, the old boy
network, call it what you will. The cricket whites, the
blazer and tie, the panama hat, the village green in  long-
shadowed early August evening all hark back to the English
Public Schools tradition, to privilege and monied leisure.
And all very male too.

Tennis makes me feel sick. It’s not like we’re even any
good at it! I hate the infuriating habit of commentators
who refer to players by their first names: Tim, Greg, Andy.
They don’t even sound grown up. I loathe the pathetic
little clenched fist gesture of victory which every picture
seems to capture. But above all I hate the snobbery that
surrounds Tennis, the privilege and exclusivity that is
surely endemic at every level of its infrastructure. Fred
Perry, our most successful player, had conflicting relations
with the male oligarchy that is the All England  Lawn
Tennis and Croquet Club - and how telling a name is that
with its  jingoistic connotations of colonialism and the
English upper classes.

So beneath my contempt is the sport of golf that I can
barely bring myself to write about it. I don’t know why,
but the relationship between a  player and his caddy seems
to me an abject one, constantly replaying and reinforcing
the idea of a master and his servant (valet, butler and so
on). And again, the fawning  manner of commentators,
and again the male hegemony.

I didn’t mean to get so carried away in this column, and
anyone who wishes to write a response may do so and
forward it to me!

Mr Keith BillsonMr Keith Billson
English TeacherEnglish Teacher



Year 13 Prom
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Colleague, Mentor, Friend
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My association with Mr McPartlin goes
back some 28 years when, as a newly
qualified teacher, I took up my first teaching
position at a local Peterborough school.

At the school Mr
McPartlin was then a
year head, leading a
team of tutors and
w i t h  p a s t o r a l
responsibility for
year 9 students.  My
earliest memories of
Mr McPartlin were
of a highly organised
and professional
teacher who worked
extremely hard and
demons t ra ted  a
strong commitment
to students in his
care.  He was an
a c c o m p l i s h e d

sportsman, excelling in football and tennis.  This
capacity for teamwork was to play a strong part in
his leadership style in the future.

It came as no surprise when he gained promotion and
transferred to Ken Stimpson Community School in the
mid 1980’s.  Mr McPartlin’s abilities, skills, qualities and
loyalty were soon recognised by the Governing Body of
Ken Stimpson and he rose to the position of Vice Principal.

After a brief period away from KSCS as a Deputy in
March, Cambridgeshire, Mr McPartlin returned to the
school as Principal in 1997.  This, I suspect, was a
watershed in his career as he took leadership of his ‘beloved
school’.  The appointment of Mr McPartlin as Principal
has proved to be inspirational. Under his leadership the
school has developed, expanded and its reputation has
been enhanced.  Mr McPartlin has met with professional
and personal challenge during his tenure as Principal.
The school always needed him and, equally, there have
been times when he needed the school.  Mr McPartlin has
never wavered in his belief that Ken Stimpson can be a
truly great school.  His foundations will see the school
succeed.

It was a tremendous personal and professional boost when
in 2005 I was appointed to the leadership team at KSCS
and could again work alongside Mr McPartlin.  I have
purposely chosen the word ‘alongside’ because a real
strength of the boss is that he never plays on any sense of
hierarchy.  In my personal view David is a man from and
of the people.  Teamwork is embedded in his professional
style.  David has a knack of identifying the strengths of
colleagues and placing them in the correct position to
benefit the whole school community.  Perhaps his interest
in team sports has made him the successful leader he is
today.  In addition, his great warmth and sense of humour
has lightened the load in challenging times.  His recent
recognition by the Werrington Neighbourhood Council
acknowledges the tremendous impact he has made in the
Werrington Community and is true testimony to his belief
in community education.

The legacy of Mr McPartlin’s leadership will remain with
the school in times to come and I and the wider school
community thank him for his drive, commitment and
generosity of spirit.  We wish him well in the next stage
of his career.

Mr Andy O’NeillMr Andy O’Neill
Assistant PrincipalAssistant Principal



Yours Sincerely
I am retiring from my post as Assistant
Principal this year after thirty seven years
of teaching in secondary schools apart from
a brief stint teaching English to adults in
Portugal.

I have been at
Ken Stimpson
for eighteen
years, starting
when the school
uniform was
b r o w n  a n d
yellow, there
was no sixth
form and the
new buildings
were not even
dreamt of.
Although I am
sad, but ready, to

go I will take many happy memories of this school and
of my career in education. There is a French saying: ‘Plus
ça change, plus c’est la même chose’ which roughly
translated means ‘the more things change, the more things
stay the same’.  I think this is particularly true of teaching.

There have been, over the years, numerous initiatives and
directives from government, regular changes in exam
syllabuses and some truly amazing and unworkable theories
about the best ways to educate our children. However,
what does remain constant is the work of very many
talented, dedicated and creative teachers who not only
demonstrate excellent knowledge of their subject and wish
to pass this on but also understand that young people need
guidance and tolerance to help them through the sometimes
difficult business of growing up. This they do on a daily
basis with patience and love.

The GCSE English syllabus requires students to be able
to ‘write to persuade, argue, advise’. This is part of a piece
of writing I received from a Year Ten student in response
to the question, ‘What advice would you give to parents
about teenagers?’

      ‘We see life in a different way as if we live in a fairy
tale. We don’t think life is fair. We don’t understand it. We
don’t want to grow up---all we want is for our dreams to
be true, or come true’.

One girl’s point of view, but her words struck me because
they seemed to epitomise the aspirations and challenges
not only for teenagers themselves but for parents, teachers
and everyone involved in nurturing and preparing them
for an independent life.

I have been fortunate at Ken Stimpson to work in a school
which is creative, confident and ambitious in what it does.
The students and their interests are at the heart of everything
that happens and their rites of passage to adulthood are
very well catered for in many ways. It is a lively, flourishing
environment and I am sure that it will continue to be so
whatever the future brings.

Mrs Liz JacksonMrs Liz Jackson
Assistant PrincipalAssistant Principal
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Wanted
Student Journalists.

If you would like to write for the ‘Shout’ or be
involved in its production please see

Mr Billson or Mr Walls.
We may have a job for you!

Silver Fox
More than just a gift shop

Brilliant giftware & home accessories
Candle holders & candles

Recycled Spanish Glassware
Window Crystals & Chimes

Hand crafted polished glass, silver jewellery
And so much more! - Innovation Naturally

Westgate Arcade, Peterborough



Award Winning
Every year The Werrington Neighbourhood
Council recognises various groups and
institutions which enrich the life of
Werrington Residents.

On 21st April, 2009, the Ken Stimpson Student
Council was the recipient of one such award, the
Good Citizen Youth Award.  The Student Council
was commended for its professional approach to
proceedings, being well organised and responsibly
led.

The award was received by Vice-Principal Mr Lord,
Council Chairman Ryan Baldry, vice Chairman Charlie
Kingston, Year 11 Rep Laura Lee and Year 10 Rep Galia
Ben-Israel.  The award was presented by Paul Stainton of
Radio Cambs.

There were three recipients of the award this year, the
other two being Werrington Athletic Under 13s football
team and Gunthorpe Harriers Under 12s football team.
Although each group was presented with a framed
certificate, the trophy Shield will be shared with each

group looking after the trophy for four months.  Gunthorpe
Harriers elected to take possession for the first four months,
hopefully, the trophy would then take up residence in our
school trophy cabinet for the following four months before
being passed on to Werrington Athletic FC.

Mrs Ruth BaldryMrs Ruth Baldry
Cover SupervisorCover Supervisor

A Note from the Principal’s Assistant
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I have worked with David for a total of 21
years, and there are lots of things I will
miss when he leaves.

David is well known for his hearty laugh, his sense
of humour and his jokes.  It has been very reassuring
to work everyday with someone who is completely
reliable.

I have grown accustomed to David’s idiosyncratic working
methods.  For example, he will give me small hand written
notes on graph paper (always the maths teacher)
with a hundred tiny letters in a square!  And then he might
ask me what he has written because he couldn’t understand
his own handwriting! Sometimes I will be called in to
David’s office and asked to bring my memory instead of
my notepad.

David has the ability to make people feel better even when
they are feeling down.  He is a very good listener and a
very compassionate man.  As the Principal for 12 years,

David has been a
great ambassador
for the school.  He
is  very  wel l
respected by the
local authority
and by the local
c o m m u n i t y .
Receiving the
W e r r i n g t o n
Neighbourhood
Council award for
2009, David has
been recognised for his “involvement and interaction with
community”.

David is a very approachable person and a very caring
one.  Parents, students and the staff alike all feel that they
can go to him and he will make time for them.

Mrs Chris WareMrs Chris Ware
Principal’s AssistantPrincipal’s Assistant



Paper Racers
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June 11th 2009 saw the return of the Year
9 DT Challenge day and to the relief of all
involved it turned out to be a success.

The day was designed to involve all 188 students in
Year 9 in what seemed to be an impossible task! This
provided the students with an opportunity to work in
teams, take risks, build self esteem, creatively solve
a problem and most importantly enjoy the day.

The task
Designing and making a Go Kart from newspaper, string,
2 metal axles, 4 wheels and 4 cable ties. The go kart had
to hold a member of the team whilst being pushed by
another team member.

The pressure was on as they only had until 2pm to finish
before the racing started. With each of their form’s
reputations at stake, it was every man and woman for

themself with reports of espionage taking place and the
sounds of cheers as the first attempts fell apart as a brave
team member climbed aboard.

We had planned to race outside but the British weather
was true to form and so plan B was put into action with
the Sports Hall turning out to be an excellent venue. Each
form had 5 teams who raced against each other. The form
winners went through to the final which produced a nail
biting finish with only inches between 9WS (1st) and 9CS
(2nd), with 9DY coming in third. Each team received a
trophy courtesy of Premier Engravers and John Lewis
donated an 8GB Ipod Nano which was won by Dominic
Clarke in 9WS for outstanding leadership throughout the
day.

As a new member of staff to KSCS this year I was
impressed to see the enthusiam, trust and camaraderie
between the students. We plan to repeat the challenge next
year with a few tweaks to make sure it stays action packed.

Finally a big thankyou to my Year 10 students who let me
use them as guinea pigs and then assisted throughout the
day and to all the staff who found themselves assisting in
the pits and at the track side!

Miss Kathryn WardMiss Kathryn Ward
Second in Department Design andSecond in Department Design and

TechnologyTechnology



Staff
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Full Name: Karen Milton

Place of birth: Peterborough

Previous jobs:Waitress/cleaner/restaurant manager/
customer service advisor

Worst job: Insurance call centre

Who was your most inspirational teacher? Mr Dearlove,
Mr Pateman (English)

Were you a good student? Behaviorally –yes.  Workwise
I only ever did just enough (bare minimum)

What do you dream about? When I’m asleep school/being
chased.  When I’m awake – winning the lottery – never
working again

What irritates you? Dishonesty

Describe yourself in three words: Friendly, tolerant, lazy

What are you scared of? Spiders, pot-holing

What is your most
valued possession?

My engagement
ring and a
particular
photograph
Who from history
would you like to

meet? Robert
Burns

What is your
greatest regret?

Not being a rock star at the age of 16 and not keeping in

touch with certain friends

Best holiday moment? Cycling + German beer in Munich,

 David Bowie at Glastonbury

Worst holiday moment? Ending up in a French police

station after a friend was assaulted by a train conductor!

Ambition: Never to work again
Full Name: Karen (my year
9s know) Young

Place of birth:
Peterborough

Previous jobs: Working in
water labs and food
production lab, waitress,
sandwich maker and other
rubbish holiday jobs.

Worst job: Buckle rivetter
(just rivetting - all day long)
and sewage testing.

Who was your most inspirational teacher? My physics teacher,
Mr Brown.  He had lots of gory stories from Army days - all
relevant of course!

Were you a good student?  Exceptional!!  I was a bit of a swot.

What do you dream about? I only remember my nightmares
- and they’re freaky.

What irritates you? Squealing girly-girls, washing cutlery (too

small, too many), Mosquitoes (pointless animals), Ben Fogle

Describe yourself in three words: Stunning, fabulous, deluded

What are you scared of? The usual... sharks, snakes and Miss
Potter.

What is your most valued possession? My photograph albums.
 Irreplaceable and fully of happy memories.

Who from history would you like to meet? Me in my past
life - just to find out what I was.

What is your greatest regret? Not travelling the world after
I left university.

Best holiday moment? Watching shooting stars from the
balcony of a cottage in Sloveniua, drinking wine made in their
vineyard.

Worst holiday moment? Burning my feet in the Florida sun
so badly that they went purple, swelled up, and I couldn’t walk
for two days - what a waste of holiday time.

Ambition: To be happy and rich, and finally get to travel the
world



Revelations
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Full Name: Sophie
Newbury

Place of birth:  London,
Lambeth

Previous jobs: Worked in
a shop, auxiliary nurse,
editorial assistant,
teaching assistant,
barmaid
Worst job: Auxiliary
nurse, I had to clean up
patients who’d died for
the morgue!

Who was your most inspirational teacher? Mr Whitehall
the retired history teacher who looked like the granddad
from the werther’s original advert.

Were you a good student? Errrmmm! I did bad stuff to
make other people laugh; I once drew in black marker all

over the back of the maths teacher’s trousers! Not nice!

What do you dream about? I always dream that I’m falling!

What irritates you? Slow drivers

What are you scared of? Mr Newton

What is your most valued possession? My car

Who from history would you like to meet? My ancestors
– my great great great uncle was dodgy character, he
owned a pawn shop in London and had to go on the run
and leave the country because he stole the deeds to a
gold mine in South Africa. No one knows what happened
to him.

What is your greatest regret? Crashing into Mr Newton’s
car last year – he’s never let me forget it!

Ambition: to be famous. Or rich. Or to teach in an exotic
country somewhere.

Full Name: Neil Edward Kenefec

Place of birth: Middlesborough (life long boro supporter
– and I’ve heard all the jokes!)

Previous jobs: Too many to list! (25+ years in management
in the food industry before teaching)

Worst job: As a student I spent a summer catching chickens
in intensive farming sheds

Who was your most inspirational teacher? An A’Level
physics teacher who actually got me to understand the
subject

Were you a good student? Probably spent too much time
playing rugby and cricket

What do you dream about? Winning the world rally
championship

What irritates you? Bad manners and bad drivers

Describe yourself in three words: Trustworthy, Loyal and
hard working – ok that’s four words

What are you scared
of? Bad drivers

What is your most
valued possession? My
watch – a 25th

wedding anniversary
present from my wife
(closely followed by
my 20 year old
“Minter” Peugeot 205 GTi 1.9)

Who from history would you like to meet? JFK

What is your greatest regret? At 18 years old I wanted to
be a professional rally driver – could I have made it? –
apart from that I have no regrets

Best holiday moment? Any holiday time spent with family
and friends

Worst holiday moment? Miami airport – 1am – Virgin
airways cancel our flight home

Ambition: Make a difference



2008/9 has been a fantastic year for charity
events at KSCS. Our theme this year was
‘Yellow: Going For Gold’.

We started in the Autumn term with ‘Wear It Yellow’;
a twist on the usual ‘Wear It Pink’ non-uniform day,
but still in aid of Breast Cancer Research. The response
from all students was brilliant and there were some
great outfits seen around the school.

This was closely followed by the Children In Need break-
time fair. The effort put in across the school was impressive,
from inventing games and baking cakes to restyling hair,

faces and nails.

The non-uniform day and Spring Fair in March were in
aid of school funds and Comic Relief. Students, staff,
families and members of the public had fun making Mr
Midgley soaking wet, sampling chocolate from a fountain,
buying some fabulous handicraft gifts, playing games then
relaxing in The Kenny Cafe. The Learning Centre raised
funds for Breast Cancer Research with a cake stall and by
the bravery of Mr Patel, who had his chest waxed - in
public - double the pain! I was impressed by the effort and
dedication shown by the pupils and staff who gave up their
Saturday morning lie-in for charity!

Charity
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Round-up

Most recently the Learning Centre continued their good
work for Breast Cancer Research by running a pink and
red themed non-uniform day and holding a strawberry tea.
This charity has become all the more important to KSCS
since the sad news of Patsy Arlow who lost her battle
against breast cancer in June.

Many individuals have done their bit for charity too. 9NO
held a very successful cake stall over one break time.
Independent to KSCS, staff and pupils have completed
fun runs, races for life, sponsored silences and many other
events. We have collected over 10,000 Tesco vouchers
and have used them on a lot of equipment for Food
Technology. We haven’t even started to spend our
Sainsbury’s vouchers yet!

As I said, the theme for this year was ‘Yellow: Going For
Gold’. This means that we started small but positive and
aimed high. We managed to raise over £4000 in less than
nine months, nearly £5000 if we include the money raised
by the Learning Centre. This is a fantastic amount of
money, but we have done exceptionally well when you
consider that we are in the middle of a global financial
crisis!

I am very proud of what we have achieved together; it
speaks volumes about the generosity of pupils and staff
here at KSCS. Thank you to everyone who has made a
difference to the lives of strangers as well as the school
community.

Mrs Karen YoungMrs Karen Young
Charities Coordinator.Charities Coordinator.

P.S. We’re going to beat £5000 next year!
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Colin’s School of Motoring

Fully qualified and very experienced Instructor.
Advanced Driver.
Extremely Patient.

Non Smoker.
One to one tuition guaranteed.

Phone: 01773-321371
Mobile: 07763763030

Email: epsilon@ntlworld.com

L

Willow Garage
MOTs - Tyres

Batteries - Exhausts

Willow Road, Yaxley

Peterborough

Cambs. PE4 3HJ

Telephone:

01733 242830



Chick Fever
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Monday 1st June found Mrs Surman, Mrs
Coppin, Mrs Woodruffe and Mrs Ayre
clucking about in the Learning Centre
making sure that everything was ready for
their new arrivals, yes Ken Stimpson
Learning Centre were going to play host to
a dozen “Living Eggs” and they were due
to arrive during the morning.

They finally arrived around 9.30am, wobbling and
even chirping in their shells on their journey from the
car park to The Learning Centre, where they were
duly installed in an incubator.

Imagine the eggcitement(sorry couldn’t resist) amongst
the pupils and staff all wondering which one was going
to hatch first!  Word was quickly chirping around school
that the eggs had arrived and students and staff alike were
soon visiting, a webcam was set up so that everyone could
observe the action over the two week programme and by
breaktime Miss McNaughton had set up a sweepstake in
the staffroom to see which egg would hatch first with all
proceeds going to The Learning Centre’s chosen charity
Breast Cancer Awareness.

By lunchtime on day one students had named every egg
and staff and students alike spent many combined hours
watching and waiting for new arrivals but as the saying
goes “a kettle watched never boils” we soon found that
an egg watched never hatches.

But to everyone’s amazement 6.05am Wednesday 3 June
Kieran emerged triumphant and without the aid of an

audience.  He spent a few lonely hours waiting for his
friends to join him and finally at 12.09pm Eggbert hatched,
closely followed by Freddy, Chris, Bob, Lou Lou, Jelly
Tots, Geoff, Henrietta, Iggy and finally Albert.  Sadly,
Delbert failed to hatch.

We were now the proud parents of 4 hens and 7 cockerels.
 Many students watched the live hatches on web cam and
“chick fever” took over the school.The chicks were
transferred to a brooder box where they thrived in their
new environment.  They began to develop wing and tail
feathers, and turned their noses up at broccoli!
By Monday 8th June the chicks were ready to handle, and
everyone was busy putting their names down on a rota.
Students of all ages including “Little Angels Playgroup”
and “William Law School” and staff queued up to coo
over and handle the chicks. Over that week we had more
than 1000 visitors in The Learning Centre.

Sadly, on Friday afternoon, we had to say goodbye to our
chicks, we said a fond farewell and wished them luck in
their new home, a smallholding in the country where they
can lay eggs wherever they roam.

A wonderful experience for all involved.  If you missed
the experience watch this space for “The Return Of The
Chicks”.

Mrs Andrea AyreMrs Andrea Ayre
Business Co-ordinatorBusiness Co-ordinator



Woman in White
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A surprising sight was
seen on the field after
school on Wednesday
25th March.

The members of TAG (Talented and Gifted) English
Club were out on the field taking photos when they
uncovered the truth about what stalks our fields!
Behind the group a young girl, ghostly pale and
wearing what appeared to be a wedding dress, was
 walking across the field.

Although the photo was slightly blurred, we could make
out that she wasn’t from our time. Her wedding dress
looked rather old, antique and the colour was faded and
not a pure white.

When we went back for a closer look she was gone. This
strange phenomenon left us bewildered.  Is it possible that
spirits and ghosts roam our school site? Do ghosts really
exist? Why has this ghost stayed behind? What can we
learn from this spiritual experience?

We set out to find out more about the haunting spirit and
history of the school and what was here before it.

From the 1830s till the 1860s our school site used to be
a church and cemetery. We found old records for weddings
in the church. We found that in 1834 and in 1848 two
weddings were arranged but neither took place. We also
looked up the book of the dead for these two years. We
found nothing in common in 1848,   however in 1834, we
found that two names, Alice-Rose and Peter Johnson,
came up twice. We couldn’t make out her surname, but
she was to have an arranged wedding on 13th August
1834. We found someone who knew her story. This is
what they told us:

Alice was due to get married to James on the 22nd May
1834. She was due to walk down the aisle at 11:00 am.
It was almost then and she walked out into the grave yard
but only to see a horrific sight! On her mother’s grave she
saw her fiancé, Peter, and her head bridesmaid, Elizabeth
embracing and kissing on the dirt that covered her mother’s
coffin.  Shocked, she ran just as the two illicit lovers saw
her. Peter ran to try and stop his fiancé but Elizabeth ran
far away, through the bushes. Alice-Rose ran into the
church and began to tell everyone, tears falling down her
cheeks, about the sight she had witnessed in the graveyard.

Alice-Rose left Birmingham that night and travelled to
Peterborough where she thought she could have a fresh
start. She had a good start. She found a new man who
truly cared for her. Two years after they met, he proposed
to her. The wedding quickly took place but as she walked
happily down the aisle she saw something that stopped
her in her tracks. She had seen Peter standing menacingly
in the crowd. He took a step towards her and she ran. She
ran and ran as fast as she could. She got to a wide open
space, which is now known as our school fields, and she
dropped to her knees in exhaustion. Peter had followed
her all this way and he grabbed her neck and strangled
her until her body was limp. To this day, Alice-Rose roams
our fields, searching for the man who had truly loved her
but whom she had lost due to her cheating, outraged ex-
fiancé.

We have had several reports of sighting of this ghost. A
number of students across the school have claimed that
they have seen a ghostly figure in a white wedding dress
stumbling around our fields, as if though lost or looking
for something.

Sam, Year 10: ‘I was walking across the field to meet
some of my friends. I saw a figure on the field, it was
wearing all white. It was foggy all around. I turned to see
if anyone else was there, no-one but me. I turned back,
only to find that the figure was gone, along with the fog.’

Mrs Scott, English teacher: ‘I was walking across the field
with my little girl. We were having a nice conversation
but when we looked up we saw that thick fog was
surrounding us. I looked across the field to see the shape
of a woman wearing white from head to toe. It was gliding

a few inches from the floor and seemed lost. We continued
to walk through the fog towards it as that was the direction
we were walking in but as we got close enough to see its,
face, it faded into the fog, which then quickly dispersed.’

Nikki Foster, Alix Radburn, Jordan Heald,Nikki Foster, Alix Radburn, Jordan Heald,
Becky Toma, Katie EdwardsBecky Toma, Katie Edwards

A story written by
students of the TAG
(Talented and Gifted)
English Club.



Ho hum... It’s at time like this that you’re
never sure that you have made the right
decision but I think that, for me, the time
is right to leave Ken Stimpson.

I’m off to teach at Sir Harry Smith Community
College in Whittlesea  where I will just be a Physics
teacher with as little responsibility as possible.

I’ve been here for five years and had many great and
some, to be honest, not-so-great times.

I have always tried to make teaching and learning fun.
Some might say that there has been too much fun and not
enough learning but I stand by my results. I have also
always tried to be cheerful and courteous. There’s no point
in going around looking miserable all the time. Perhaps
you should try it sometime!

Despite the many rumours that abound, nobody has ever
been seriously injured in any of my lessons; some of my

experiments have actually worked, although there has
been the occasional explosion and smashing of apparatus.
My most embarrassing moment was probably setting off
the school fire alarm with the smoke from a class
experiment and then teaching the rest of the lesson with
five firemen sitting on the back bench!

My life has changed considerably during my time here.
The most exciting/traumatic was the birth of my two
daughters. (Yes I am 56).  Many of you have met Alice
and/or Connie and I have been overwhelmed by your
responses – Thanks.

Well it’s time to go now with just a hint of a tear in my
eye. Remember Aristotle said “Love everybody and then
do what you like” (Rough translation) Take care of
yourselves.

Mr Nigel LambMr Nigel Lamb
Science TeacherScience Teacher

It was a dark and stormy morning when a beautiful young

English teacher arrived at the forbidding gates of Ken

Stimpson Community School. She had heard of such places

and had steeled herself for a battle. A decision had to be

made; it was now or never  – should she march boldly

through the gates or run screaming back through the car

park towards the relative safety of Tescos? It was a close

run thing but the young lady mustered her nerves and

strode determinedly forward, jaw clenched in a face of

‘Miltonish’ resolve. That was 10 long months ago reader.

How did this courageous young woman fare at KSCS?........
.

Well I can assure you that I survived and
am still here to tell the tale!

A lot has happened in the last 10 months – America
elected its first black president, the credit crunch took
a firm grip on the nation, there was the expenses
scandal and the ‘Prince of Pop’ passed away.

During this time I have got to know the staff and students
at KSCS and made a lot of friends. When I say that 10
months actually feels like 10 years I mean it in the nicest
possible way. I was made welcome by all and settled
quickly in to the ‘Stimpson’ family. So, why am I going
I hear you cry?   Well, since spending time in Cornwall
in my younger days and living for 3 years by the coast in
Wales, my ambition has been to move west and settle.

My partner and I have decided that this summer is the
summer to make that a reality. I am really excited about
the change of scenery and new challenges ahead – but I
will really miss the wonderful people here at KSCS. If I
could pick up the school and plonk it down in the south
west then I wouldn’t be moving there. Oops – meant to
say, then of course I would move it there! 7MN – (best
form in the school of course) I will miss them greatly but
I know they are in the safe hands of Mr Whitehouse next
year. As for all the rest of the rabble that it has been my
pleasure to teach, – I will be keeping in touch and want
to know about the progress you’re making, so keep up the
good work! And finally, to my yr 10’s…………….. Keep
it Miltonish!

Miss Karen MiltonMiss Karen Milton
English TeacherEnglish Teacher

Fond Farewells
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Dragon’s Den
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For the second year running, Year Ten students
took part in the Business and Enterprise venture,
which aims to develop and extend entrepeneurial

creativity.

HEALTH AND YOUNG PERSONS ADVICE CENTRE

DROP IN FOR FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE

-  General Health
-  Smoking, Alcohol, Drugs, Advice
-  Support
-  Sexual Health and Contraception
-  Friendly Staff

Monday: 3:30p.m. - 5:00p.m.

KEN STIMPSON COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Please contact admin for further details



The KSCS Factor
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During the first half of the Summer term,
the Languages, PE and Performing Arts
departments got together in order to give
their Year 7 groups a real ‘across the
curriculum’ experience by aiming to
produce a short fitness and dance routine
delivered complete with instructions in
French!

This was the first time we had ever tried anything
like this, and it has to be said that the final
performances exceeded al l  expectat ions.

The Year 7 Assembly on Friday May 22 was extended
into Unit 1, and each tutor group performed its routine in
front of the rest of the year group, their tutors, various
invited guests and our very own ‘X’ factor/Britain’s got
talent style panel of judges (Mr Erwin, Mr O’Neill and
Mrs Taylor, one of our school governors). Simon Cowell,

Piers Morgan and Amanda Holden claimed that they had
never done French at school, and therefore for once were
unqualified to comment.

After much deliberation and discussion, the winning group
was announced, to tumultuous applause, and awarded a
trophy and individual medals.

Highlights of the performance can be seen on the plasma
screens around school and no doubt 7MC – the winners
- will be proud to show off their trophy, currently housed
in their tutor base.

We hope to make this an annual event, so the participating
students this year were asked to pass on their comments
and advice to future groups in the form of a Student Voice
activity.

Miss Lynne JohnsonMiss Lynne Johnson
Head of Faculty Modern Foreign LanguagesHead of Faculty Modern Foreign Languages

Here is a selection of what they said:

We enjoyed:

The vibe from the audience
- we never saw it coming!

Everything!!!

The way we all
worked as a

team

WINNING – we
all screamed

with excitement

Advice:

Have confidence.
Be brave!

Have a go!
Enjoy yourself!

Practice!
Practice!!
Practice!!!



In at the Deep End
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When I found out that
I had the job of school
receptionist at Ken
Stimpson, I thought it
would be the perfect
job for me for two
reasons.  F i rs t l y
because I would
eventually have the
same surname as the
famous  Daphne
Brackenbury and felt
that that could only
help my status within
the school.  Secondly
because running my

own pet sitting business would arm me in dealing with
the kids! After 3 months of working here, I feel that I am
getting to grips with things and am finally understanding
how things work around here.
However, I am finding my time here to be challenging
and a lot of fun. You never know what a day on reception
may throw at you and occasionally, I have had things

thrown at me. A shoe for one.
The amount of scrapes and accidents the children manage
to get themselves into never fails to amaze me and I have
had to get over my fear of blood quite quickly! I have got
to know some of the children pretty well via the first aid
room, as it always seem to be the same few who visit
most frequently. I like to think it is my personality and
wit that attract them, not a reason to escape from the
classroom.

In my long and varied working career, I have worked as
a Recruitment Consultant, Dog Walker, Masseuse and
Cruise Ship Ambassador. I find that the role of receptionist
suits me, as I like using the phone; I love talking to people
and I very much enjoy being part of the Brackenbury
Mafia!

Everyone has made me feel very welcome here, especially
the ladies in the admin office and I look forward to starting
back in September when, I am told, the chaos increases
by 100%.

Sarah BrackenburySarah Brackenbury
ReceptionistReceptionist



Summer -
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- Tidy the understairs cupboard

- Lay on a beach in Ibiza

- Read on the beach

- D
rink cocktails by the beach

- E
at fin

e food by the beach

Miss Helen Mosley

Miss Helen Mosley

- See new Harry Potter film- Do some painting (on canvasnot walls)
- Sun bathe!- In Cyprus for 3 weeks- Drink (!) and chill... LOTS!!

Mrs Lynne Franklin
Mrs Lynne Franklin

- Travel to Budapest

- Go cycling

- Read 4 or 5 novels

- Enjoy sunshine

- Dye hair blonde

Mr Nick Newton
Mr Nick Newton

- Go diving in Sipadan - The late Jacques Cousteau, the world-

renowned oceanographer, described Sipadan Island as ‘an

untouched piece of art; while divers around the world voted it

as the best diving spot in the world.
- Follow Che Guevara’s route across Soutch America on a

motorbike, the one depicted in the film and book ‘The Motorcycle

Diaries’
- Travel across Europe in a camper van (with a reliable engine)

- Go diving at sail rock, Kho Pha Ngan, Thailand.  I used to

 live in Thailand and it was the first place I started working

as a dive master.  It would be nice to go back.
- Visit the Emperor penguins sitting on their eggs in Antartica.

 It is currently winter down there so it would be a bit chilly

but not many people get to go there.  I think the current

package is about £7000

Mr Pete Sanderson
Mr Pete Sanderson



 Holidays
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- Go on holiday to the Isle of Wight with my family for

a week.- Go on holiday to Paris with my family for three nights

- Help at the Church Holiday Club for reception to year

six
- Read novels- Play with my brother, sister and friends and see Oliver

at the West End for my birthday with my family
Jade Watson

Jade Watson
Year 10 Student

Year 10 Student

- Go on holiday!

- Go on holiday!

- Go to a music festival

- Go on holiday!

- Go on holiday!
Danni Leslie

Danni Leslie

Year 10 Student

Year 10 Student

- Go to the beach- Go to a theme park- Get a job
- Go on holiday- Go to London

Iyce Kariuke
Iyce KariukeYear 10 Student

Year 10 Student

- Gigs
- Hang with friends

- Parties
- Festivals

- Shop

Leah BaylissLeah Bayliss

Year 10 Student
Year 10 Student

Devised, designed and
compiled by Shout journalist

Emma Donahue
Year Ten Student



Student Cartoon
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A Year of Dance
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Good luck to Year 11 Dancers!
Year 11 GCSE Dance students and A Level Dance Students
worked exceptionally  hard preparing for their final
performance exams in March and April.  They had to
perform 3 dance pieces, one that they have choreographed,
a set dance and a performance piece.  15 Year 11’s have
also been putting in extra rehearsals on Saturdays for the
last 3 weeks.

Dance Class of the Year: 9CS
9CS worked exceptionally well in their KS3 Dance lessons.
 They achieved their best in their final assessment; all
students showed a great amount of enthusiasm and worked
well as a group when giving feedback.

Dancers of the Year: Curtis Oliver-Smith
and Samantha Kirk
Both Year 9 dancers have spent a tremendous amount of
their free time in the dance studio rehearsing for their solo
dance items for this year’s ‘KSCS’s Got Talent’, running
primary dance clubs and rehearsing for Werrington’s
carnival.  Their commitment and passion for Dance is
fantastic and they are great role models to others.

Wild Wild West/Dance on Board
On Thursday 5th March, our Junior Dance Club and
Company performed at the Cresset in 2009’s Schools
Festival, ‘Wild Wild West.’  ‘How do I live without you’
was choreographed by Emily Mckay and Emma Coleman,
which was a lovely contemporary piece and ‘Bang Bang’
was choreographed by Laura Marriot, a very dynamic
piece.  A special thanks to The Dance Reps; Laura, Emma
and Emily.  Junior Dance Company also performed at
Dance on Board at the Cresset on 2nd May 2009.

Talent Show
In March KSCS held 2009’s talent show.  With 10 acts,
5 judges, one fantastic compérè Ms Dunn and 150 very
excited and supportive audience members.  The show was
definitely one to have not missed this year.  Well done to
all acts.  Thank you to our judges and a big thank you to
Chris Newman and Dominic Pragliola for doing a great
job with the lights and sound.   We raised over £150 for
Red Nose Day!
Winner of KSCS’s GOT TALENT:  Comedy Sketch: The
Ammo and Dan Show: by Amittai Ben-Israel,  Daniel
Pullen, Daniel Goodhand, Jamie Kempton,  Jamie Tozer.
Joint second: Two solo Dance pieces by Curtis Oliver-
Smith and Kayleigh Collingwood

Bare Bones
In April 50 Year 9-13 Dance students went to
Wellingborough Castle to watch an evening of professional
Contemporary Dance.  As the students entered the Theatre

they were amazed to see the stage sent out ‘In The Round’
which is one of their questions in their theory paper. All
students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the evening and all
felt inspired with new dance vocabulary and compositional
devices to use back at school in the studio.

Dirty Dancing
In May the Performing Arts Team took 53 students to the
West End to see Dirty Dancing The Musical.  All Years
from 7 – 13 enjoyed the show and are already excited
about the next Musical trip in December 2009.

Boys in Dance
This Year Year 7 have been working hard in their Dance
lessons.  They have created their own dances based on
the professional work: Ghost Dances by Christopher
Bruce; learnt a new style called Lindy Hop and performed
in the Summer Show and Year 7 assemblies.  Their final
assessments were fantastic, students aiming for high target
levels and even wearing their own masks they had made
for homework.  John Bennett, local authority officer
observed a group of year 7 Dance and was very impressed
with their enthusiasm, dance vocabulary and sense of
performance.  He was especially overwhelmed with the
commitment of the boys in their final performance piece.

A Level Dance Reps
Lastly a big thank you and goodbye to the A Level Dance
Reps, Leona Brennan, Emma Coleman and Laura Marriott.
 You have all been a credit to the Dance Department and
School and we can  not thank you enough for all the hard
work and dedication you have given.  You have truly
inspired other students at school.   All three students are
continuing with Dance and studying a Dance Degree at
University in September 09, good luck and keep in touch!

Miss Jenny Ware & Ms Francis HaywardMiss Jenny Ware & Ms Francis Hayward
Dance TeachersDance Teachers

Dancers of the Year
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Golfing Success
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My brother was the first person that go me
into golf at the age of nine.

I started taking lessons at Orton meadows on Saturday
mornings.  At the time, I was playing a range of
sports, mainly football, cricket and basketball but
golf was the one that seemed to appeal to me most.

It is a great game which I recommend everyone to at least
experience.  By the time of eleven year s old I felt confident
that I was improving at a pleasing rate and decided to
focus my attention on the sport.  This was also the year
that I joined Peterborough Milton Golf Club.  At the club
I received my first handicap of 28 which can be described
as a rank.  Basically, the lower your handicap, the better
player you are.  I worked at my game for the next three-
four years, entering competitions in the district and county.
 I was fortunate enough to play in two world championships
which has been my best experience to date.  At current,
I am off a 3 handicap which is an improvement of 25

shots over approximately a three year period.  I play for
the under 16’s and under 18’s Northampshire county golf
team.  In total I have won about 30 individual competitions
and tournaments since I’ve been playing.  My most
memorable wins are the junior club championship and
winner of the Order of merit three years running (hoping
to make it four!)  I play for the Peterborough Milton
Scratch and Intermediate scratch teams’ as well.  I hope
to get it down to zero in the foreseeable future which can
only be achieved through hard work.  My main ambition
would be to turn pro.  However, it is more important to
me that you do the best that you can and I can see where
that takes me.

Ryan RoweRyan Rowe

On Tuesday 30th June I took students from
year 7/8 to Peterborough track to compete
in the annual city athletics where we go up
against all the other secondary schools in
Peterborough.

Out of the years, the year seven girls team did the
best by finishing 4th out of 11.

Star performers include Emily Steele who obtained a 2nd
in the 100m final, a 2nd in the 200m final and a 2nd in
the long jump. Emily was also part of a a relay quartet
who finished thrid in the relay (Amy Gunns/Amy
Lomas/Sophie Camwell) Other impressive performaners
were Amy Lomas who reached the finals of both Hurdles
and 200m.
Elsewhere creditable performances from yr 7 boys included
good performance in the 800m by Robert Pipe and Daniel
Rowe

For the year eight girls, Sammy Hapson gained vital points
from an impressive performance in the Javelin
For the year eight boys, Aaron Shaheed reached the 100m
final, Jack Parr a last minute entrance to the 200m, qualified
for the final and ran a very impressive final. Also Prince

Agemyi made the final of the boys 400m.

On Tuesday 2nd July I took students from year 9/10 to
Peterborough track.

Year 10 girls did very well with Liz Mallet reaching the
hurdles final, and Amy Anton reaching the finals of the
girls 200m.

Star of the year 10 girls was Kelly Green who finished
second in the year 10 girls 1500m.

The year nines finished an impressive second overall, out
of eleven schools. Leading the way was Joel Grenfell who
again in fine form broke three track records on the way
to a triple win. 100m/200m and Long Jump
Joel was ably supported by Jamie Anton and Jonathan
Pipe who both reached the 400m final, Denzel Chakanuka
reached the hurdles final. Callum O'Neil stepping up a
gear produced a personal best in the high jump of 1m50
on his way to a great performance. Both Daniel Lipscombe
and Adam Lomas put in a stunning race to earn vital points
in the boys 1500m

Mr Nick HughesMr Nick Hughes
P.E. TeacherP.E. Teacher

Advertisements
If you would like to advertise in the next edition of

The Stimpson Shout
then please contact Mrs Chris Ware on:

01733 765950


